
ILLINOIS EARLY 
CHILDHOOD INCLUSION 
POLICY SUMMIT  

Website for additional information on summit: 
www.eclre.org/good-to-know/illinois-early-childhood-inclusion-policy-summit.aspx 



Presenters 

 
Richard Gonzales Richard.Gonzales@acf.hhs.gov 

 Department of Health & Human Services/Administration for Children 
and Families 
 
Margaret Harkness margaret.harkness@illinois.gov 

  Illinois Council on Developmental Disabilities 
 
Ann Kremer ann.kremer@eclre.org 

 Early CHOICES, Preschool LRE Initiative for Illinois 
 
Emily Ropars emilyropars@gmail.com 

 Early CHOICES, Preschool LRE Initiative for Illinois 

 



Agenda 
• Why an Early Childhood Inclusion Policy Summit
 
• Stakeholder engagement

• How we structured the day and engaged 
attendees

• Follow up and Reconvening of Summit



Inclusion of 
Children with 
Disabilities in 

Early Childhood 
Programs 

 
www.ed.gov/early-learning 

www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ecd 

 
 



All young children with disabilities should 
have access to inclusive high-quality 
early childhood programs where they are 
provided with appropriate support in 
meeting high expectations 



State Recommendations  
 
•  Create a State-Level Interagency Task Force and Plan for 

Inclusion 
•  Ensure State Policies Support High-Quality Inclusion 
•  Set Goals and Track Data 
•  Review and Modify Resource Allocations 
•  Ensure Quality Rating Frameworks are Inclusive 
•  Strengthen Accountability and Build Incentive Structures.   
•  Build a Coordinated Early Childhood Professional 

Development System 
•  Implement Statewide Supports for Children’s Social-

Emotional and Behavioral Health 
•  Raise Public Awareness 



 
Preschool Least Restrictive 
Environment  

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/preschool-lre-
dcl-1-10-17.pdf 
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State &  
Local  
Initiatives 



Proposal to Illinois Council for 
Developmental Disabilities 

Illinois will have a vision statement and agreement 
to use the vision and guidelines by key 
stakeholders in Illinois to implement policy/practice 
changes aligned with the DOE & HHS 
recommendations to states on inclusion of children 
with disabilities in early childhood programs. As a 
result of stakeholder engagement, awareness 
of best practices in inclusion will be increased 
and inclusion will be prioritized when 
considering future Illinois policy and program 
design. 
 



• The Early Childhood Inclusion Policy Summit is 
sponsored by the Early Learning Council, Illinois 
Council on Developmental Disabilities, 
Governor’s Office of Early Childhood 
Development and the Illinois Interagency Council 
on Early Intervention. The Summit is funded by 
the Illinois Council on Developmental Disabilities 
and coordinated by Early CHOICES. 



Summit Planning 

Steering Committee 
Listening Sessions 

System Scans 
Increasing knowledge of inclusion 



Steering Committee 

• Stakeholders from across agencies, geography, 
and focus areas

• Met monthly
• Topics – 

• Pre-learning webinar 
• Vision 
•  Invitees
• Structure of the day
• Speakers
 



Listening Session Summary 

Throughout 
Illinois 

• Participants
•  Families
•  Providers

•  Child Care
•  Head Start
•  Early Intervention
•  School Districts
•  Coaches 

•  Inclusion 
•  Access
•  Participation
•  Supports

Categories of Input 

• Awareness and 
understanding of inclusion 

• Access to inclusive settings 
and evidence-based 
practices

• Resources to support high 
quality inclusion

• Workforce 



System Scans and State of the State 

• Program standards scans 
• How is Illinois doing on Inclusion? 



Early Childhood Programs Required to 
Prioritize or Enroll Children with Disabilities 

Head Start and Early Head Start: At least 10% of children must have 
IFSPs and IEPS 
 
Early Head Start/Child Care Partnerships: At least 10% of children must 
have IFSPs and IEPs 
 
Preschool Expansion Grant:  Children with IEPs and at risk based on 
screening must be prioritized.  Federal grant requires enrollment of 
children with disabilities 
 
Preschool for All and Prevention Initiative: Children with concerns based 
on developmental screening prioritized for enrollment 
 
Home Visiting:  Children with disabilities prioritized for enrollment  
 
Child Care: Children with disabilities prioritized for enrollment 

 



Summary of  Illinois Data 
Useful Data Sets: 
Education Environment Code Data 
Natural Environment Data 



Illinois Part C Indicator 2: Services in 
Natural Environments 
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Part B Indicator 6 Data 

Where are children 3-5 with IEPs 
receiving the majority of special ed 
services 
• Percent of children who attend a regular early 
childhood program and receive the majority of 
special education and related services in the 
program (Indicator 6a) 
• National data- 45%   Illinois data 38%  

• Percent of children who attend a special 
education classroom, separate school or 
residential facility (Indicator 6b) 
• National data- 25%  Illinois data 28% 
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How did we bring participants along in 
understanding inclusion? 

1.  Pre-Learning Webinar 
• Research  
• IDEA Review  
• Professional Support 
• National Survey  

2.  IL Stats  











« Research is clear: it’s effective 

« IDEA is clear: it’s preferred 

« The profession is clear: it’s the right thing to 
do 

« Rates of inclusion have not increased by 
enough; most children with disabilities are 
not being included.     

Early Childhood Inclusion: The FACTS 



• Overall, the challenges and solutions have 
changed very little 

 
• Major change = attitude and belief challenges 
moved from being the second highest rated 
category of challenges to the highest rated 

National Survey Results  



What we know from research…. 
• Highlight research that 
can be used to change 
attitudes.  

• Discuss research 
findings that are 
accessible and 
meaningful  

⭐ Inclusion benefits children 
with and without disabilities.  
⭐ High-quality inclusive 

classrooms with higher ratios 
of more competent peers, in 
particular, are related to 
positive outcomes  
⭐ Children with disabilities do 

not need to be “ready” to be 
included 
⭐ Inclusion is not more 

expensive   



Summit: February 28, 2017 

•  95 people attended from public and 
private entities that engage with early 
childhood  

• Diana Rauner- President of the Ounce 
of Prevention Fund and First Lady of 
Illinois 

• Richard Gonzales- HHS 
• Christy Kavulik- OSEP 
• Kate Anderson Foley-ISBE 
• Erin Barton- Researcher  
• Bridget Brown- Self Advocate 



Summit Discussion Areas 

• Strengthening and Supporting a 
Competent Workforce 

  
• Improving Access to Inclusive Early 
Childhood Settings 

  
•  Systems Alignment and Collaboration  





Discussion #1: Strengthening & 
Supporting a Competent Workforce 

• How do we shift policies and resources at a 
systems or community level to ensure that early 
childhood teachers, providers, and leaders have 
the knowledge and skills required to serve 
children with diverse needs in all early childhood 
settings? 
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Discussion #2: Improving Access to 
Inclusive Early Childhood Settings  

• How can we assure inclusion of children with 
special needs is a priority in program design and 
resource decision-making so that all children 
have access to high quality opportunities across 
early childhood settings? 



Discussion #3: Systems Alignment 
and Collaboration 

• How do we work across agencies to 
leverage existing structures and systems to 
establish a coordinated, efficient, and 
sustainable infrastructure for inclusion in 
early childhood? 



SUMMIT OUTCOMES 
Check out the website at: 
 



Early Childhood  
Inclusion Policy Summit 

Ensure WORKFORCE has the 
knowledge & skills needed 



Early Childhood  
Inclusion Policy Summit 

Ensure ALL children have ACCESS to inclusive 
high quality opportunities across settings 



Early Childhood  
Inclusion Policy Summit 

Ensure COLLABORATION occurs across 
systems/agencies to establish a coordinated, 

efficient & sustainable infrastructure for 
inclusion 



Since the Summit… 

•  Illinois Council on Developmental Disabilities 
Funding Opportunity 

•  Inclusion Clarification from Illinois State Board of 
Education 

• Partnership to improve inclusion in child care  
• Home Visiting inclusion survey  
• Home Visiting and Early Intervention convening 
• Sharing Inclusion Summit outcomes across 
Illinois and Nationally 



Summit Reconvene 
•  June 5, 2018 
•  65 People Attended 
• Goals 

1.  Lift up inclusion and its critical value in early childhood  

2.  Celebrate successes to date in policy & practice 

3.  Zero in on promising cross-cutting opportunity areas and create 
actionable strategies to address 



What are you doing in your state? 


